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From the first issue of PAMBANA . . -

1. Firmly opposes the robbery of our _nutlonnl |
resources and wealth by imperialist interests
be they multinational corporations, banks or
foreign governments. Kenyan wealth and
labour must benefit Kenyans only.

2. Condemns in the strongest of terms the

criminally corrupt and traitorous band of

thieves who govern this country and who
have allied themselyes with US imperialism
to keep us perpetually down.  ©

Is totally apposed to the presence on Kenyan

soil of US and any other military bases.

4. Supports all genuine, democrati
liberati s fighting for

seif-determination in and outside Ken

S

KENYA: THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

PAMBANA STANDS FOR UNITY

When the first issue of PAMBANA came out in May 1982, the people of Kenya and all
freedom-loving people of the world received it with great joy. It filled Kenyans with
hope and great expectations. It made them see that it was possible to change the
prevailing oppressive conditions and create a better life for all Kenyans. This is what
they had always looked forward to—an organ which would unite the poor and the
exploited against the Kenyan ruling class and their foreign masters. Such a unity is

what PAMBANA stands for.

PAMBANA united the poor and all those who love freedom and democracy; it
united the workers and peasants all over Kenya; it united all the patriots in the civil
service, the police and the army; it united students, teachers, lawyers, journalists,
doctors, nurses, secretaries, mechanics, shop assistants and office workers. They all
hailed PAMBANA’s call for a relentless struggle against imperialism.

KANU IN THE SERVICE OF
EURO-AMERICAN IMPERIALISM

Here in Kenya, the oppression of people is
systematically done on behalf of Euro-
\merican imperialists by the KANU-led
= . . 1 .
. class. The imperialists milk our
dry while their watchdogs, the
ed e rule over us like gods.
These “gods” felt threatened by the unity
and consciousness created by PAMBANA.
They responded by detentions without trial,
imprisonment on trumped-up charges and
indiscriminate torture of Kenyans. Anyone
who dared to speak for democracy and
constitutional rights was thrown into
detention. Journalists, teachers, lawyers,
workers, students, peasants were harassed
mercilessly. They underwent brutal police
interrogations. They were put into custody
and prison because they dared to demand
their democratic rights; they dared oppose a
one-party dictatorship and what is more they
dared oppose the granting of military bases
to the United States of America.

The Kenyan comprador ruling clique
cunningly exploited the attempted coup of
August 1, 1982 to kill thousands of innocent
people, especially our young patriotic
Kenyans, and to cow people into accepting
the regime’s murderous rule. The regime
used the occasion to silence the voices of
patriotic youth who sincerely believed in
changes that would lead to democracy and
socialism.

For three continuous months (August,

THE OPPRESSED HAVE
NOTHING TO GAIN BY

BEING DRAWN INTO
THESE POLITICS OF
. GREED AND

September and October 1982), the ruling
clique and their army used guns to instil fear
amongst the people. Moi's soldiers raped our
women; robbed Kenyan peasants and
workers of their property; snatched clothes,
shoes, watches and radios from people
travelling in ‘matatus’; went into people’s
homes and took anything they wanted from
innocent and unarmed people. They took the
little that the workers had saved through
sweat and blood. Thus the army clearly
showed they were the enemy of the people.
They behaved like the U.S. soldiers in
Vietnam; the elders said that they behaved
like the colonial British ‘johnies’ during the
British-imposed State of Emergency. The
army, trained and groomed by the
Americans and the British, was mercilessly
used against the people. We are totally
opposed to these murderous brutes, going
under the name of Kenya Armed Forces. We
oppose an army which guards the property of
foreign capitalists and their comprador
agents. But these soldiers are children of
peasants and workers, and so when they use
force against the people of their own class, it
is like raping their own mothers.

There is no difference between the leaders
of KANU and the leaders of neo-colonial
regimes like Chile, El-Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Indonesia, Philippines, Pakistan,
etc. These countries have military
comprador regimes created by US im-
perialists to perpetuate the exploitation of
workers and rob the wealth of these
countries. In these countries, the struggle of

e

peasants and workers to bring about
demiocracy and socialism has reached a high
stage. These people will surely defeat the
fascist foreign-supported regimes as the
peoples of Vietnam, Kampuchea and
Nicaragua have done.

On August 1, 1982 the people of Kenya
expressed their deep-rooted desire to change
their condition of daily oppression by their
attitude to the coup attempt. Thousands of
people all over the country celebrated the
announcement of the coup because it showed
that it was possible to become free from
oppression by the police, the administration,
city council ‘askaris’, and the whole

WE DONT WANT
TO CHANGE ONLY
d THE FACE....
WE MUST CHANGE
THIS SYSTEM OF
EXPLOITATION
COMPLETELY
IN KENYA/

The harassment and the torture against us by the Mi-Mulmge regime.

government machinery administered by
corrupt and unpatriotic government officials;
that it was possible to free themselves from
the oppression of foreign lawyers, and some
Kenyan lawyers too, who are the willing
tools of the ‘mbwa kali’ class. For thousands
of hungry and unemployed, any change that
would modify the prevailing conditions was
welcome. This explains their enthusiastic
reception of the mews of the August 1
attempted coup.

MILITARY-BACKED KANU REGIME
INTENSIFIES REPRESSION

The KANU government, with its army,
attacked and tortured unarmed people. Thus
the government and the comprador-ruling
class, exposed their true face as the enemy of
the people. The authoritarian regime of Moi
must repress all opposition with brutal force.
How shall we ever forget the threats, the
harassment and the torture against us by the
Moi-Mulinge regime in 19827 X
The military-backed KANU regime has
continued the oppression, this time under
the guise of defending and upholding the
constitution. Yet most Kenyans know the
regime has no respect even for its own laws
and constitution as shown by the kangaroo
military courts, the students’ show trials and
many political jailings and detentions.
Bl:.ised jllxdgemems against workers in trade
union disputes with foreign-owned com-
panies are the order of the day, while cases of
corruption involving directors, managers,
and senior civil servants are often dropped.
Foreign judges (Europeans, US and British

- Asian) are highly-paid rubber stamps,

Unpatriotic Kenyan (African & Asian)
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judges and lawyers are also rubber-stamps

who administer anti-people authoritarian
laws.

No! We cannot let ours
these robbers and thej
world will not be dec:

elves be cheated by
r laws! The whole
eived by the trumped up
charges against Kenyan patriots. We know
that all those who are fighting for an
economically and politically liberated Kenya
cannot receive justice. There can never be
justice under imperialism.

CULTURE OF THEFT AND BRIBERY
Corruption has permeated through to some
members of Parliament, senior civil servants,
senior army officers, senior police, Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) and Special
Branch officers. These officers help in the
cover up of corruption in land, food, oil,
housing and all basic necessities. Even when
these practices are exposed by patriotic
journalists, nothing happens to the culprits
because those who are supposed to take
them to court are cqually involved in the
same deals. Some journalists are even beaten
up and new spapers threatened with banning.
Thus the law protects the rich and oppresses
the poor.

Bribery has become an integral part of the
ruling culture. The police use guns and fierce
dogs to extort bribes from innocent people.
Most judges, lawyers and court clerks
receive  bribes. City Council ‘askaris’
shamelessly force old women who earn their
living by hawking fruit and vegetables to give
them bribes. It is impossible even to get free
forms from government desk/counter clerks

without a bribe. Of course petty officials who
take bribes to supplement their low incomes
cannot be expected to act any different from
their bosses. We believe that most of these
will change their behaviour once they realise
that bribes will never solve their problems.
They will then join in the patriotic movement

against imperialism and its comprador
puppets.
WHO PAYS FOR IT ALL?

It is the masses who are made to pay for all
this corruption. For it is their sweat and hard
work that create the plundered wealth. They
are even forced to pay ‘harambee’ contri-
butiorts. Hence their poverty increases daily.
When the ruling cligue say there are food
shortages, they are busy smuggling out large
qauntities of maize; when they say there are
shortages of petrol and oil, they are busy
organising motor races (Safari Rally); when
they tell us we are overpopulated and hence
no land for us, they and their foreign friends
are busy grabbing thousands of acres; when
they tell us there are problems in education
and hence there are no teachers, books,
equipment or enough classrooms for rural
schools, they are busy lavishing high-cost
education on their children. But when there
is corruption in the importation and distri-
bution of hospital equipment and medical
drugs such that there is no medicine for the
people, then they announce there is free
medical care for all.
Thus for as long as
capitalist
American
equality t

4 government is
and in the service of Euro-
imperialism, there cannot be
between the rich and the poor in

The police extort bribes from old women hawkers.

housing, education, health and in all other
amenities. The equality preached by KANU
is only in words at public meetings; in the
Voice of Kenya news bulletins; in the Kenya
Times; and in Kenya Leo. But the way we
live is completely different from what they
say and write about us. The poor still go
hungry. Pastoralists still suffer from hunger.
Most  school leavers are unemployed.
Inequalities can never be eliminated unless
the structure of society is completely
changed.

ECONOMY IN A SHAMBLES

For over a year now, economic conditions for
the majority of Kenyans have drastically
deteriorated and yet big cars like Volvo,
BMW and Mercedes and other luxury items
continue to be imported by the L‘omprad(?r
ruling class, The comprador and their
imperialist friends take away our hard
carned foreign exchange. Whatever is left by
multinationals after pocketing large profits is
quickly taken out of the country into foreign
banks.

Multinationals, the World Bank and the
[LM.F. now plan the ‘development’ of our
country. But their main objective is their
own interests, not ours. Multinationals raise
the prices of essential commodities at will,
and so while their annual profits rocket, real
wages plummet. The regime keeps on
importing more and more expatriates as part
of the ‘aid’ package deals to come and
‘develop us’ even as it jails very highly
qualified Kenyans. Our country has now in
effect been mortgaged to foreign creditors.

In 1981, our national debt to Europe and
the U.S. amounted to KShs.20,525,000,000
(Approx. US$2.052,500,000) which is
roughly equal to KShs.2,032 (Approx.
US$203.2) per every Kenyan man, woman
and child. Today, we have difficulties in
repaying this debt. Although the debt was
incurred by the comprador to buy themselves
alife of luxury, it will have to be repaid by the
children of workers and peasants and all
wage-earning Kenyans.

HISTORY OF RESISTANCE

In spite of oppression, brutality, torture,
threats, intensified spying and surveillance
by government agents. the peasants,
workers, students and all patriotic Kenyans
continue to oppose and fight oppression and
all forms of exploitation. This is because
Kenyan people are courageous and their
history is one of heroic struggle against
oppression.

Even though we were few at the time of
British colonialism and we did not have much
experience in fighting, we still fought the
colonialists. We took up arms when we
realised that the enemy could only be driven
out through the armed struggle. Many
battles at different times were fought by
different Kenyan nationalities against the
colonialists. The workers’ movement was at
the forefront

in the struggle against
colonialism. All these culminated in the
Kenya Land and Freedom Army (KLFA) or
Mau Mau

armed struggle against British
colonial forces. Even after 1958, many

ou| and revolutionary youth used
ﬁrndegsground newspapers to educate and
mobilise the masses all over the country.

Today, we of the DECEMBER 12
MOVEMENT are following in the same
tradition. Through PAMBANA we are
trying to join together all the undergroqnd
groups, into one movement struggling
against foreign and local oppression and
exploitation. We want equality for all. Let us
all now struggle in unity. We are many. We
have the experience, education and courage
from our own glorious history. Moreover, we
know we are supported by revolutionaries
and workers of the whole world.

RIGHTS NOT PRIVILEGES!

Freedom of expression and the enjoyment of
fruits of independence are the right of a}l
Kenyans. Freedom is not something that is
granted to us by the ruling class. It is our ngi'_nt
by birth. But the regime has robbed us of this
freedom. If a person takes KShs.20 from you
and does not pay you back, will you not
demand it back? We cannot remain silent
when our right to good housing, adequate
food, decent clothing and education have
been denied us by this oppressive regime.
Twenty years after independence, we have
been reduced to the position of beggars.
Many commissions have been appointed to
look into our living conditions, but all these
are mere official cover-ups. Even parliament
has not been able to change anything. It will
not be able to change anything. We are still
hungry and we know that our children will
suffer even greater hunger if we do not now
make the necessary effort and sacrifice to
change the present conditions,

TOGETHER WE MARCH FORWARD

The people of Kenya are on the move. They
want to bring about real changes and make
this country a better place to live in. The
many protests by peasants and the strikes by
workers all over the land are a crucial part of
this struggle and we support them. There are
many patriotic soldiers in Tanzania and
Uganda, many patriotic students overseas,
and many patriots in exile who are joining
hands with patriots within the country in the
struggle for a revolutionary change of our
lives. In the country there are patriotic
soldiers, policemen and women who support
this struggle.

So together we march forward ready to
fight against oppression and fear in the land,
and to weed out traitors and home guards
from amongst us. It has been our tradition
and it is this which gives us identity as
Kenyans. We must continue in that tradition
and be committed to the struggle like our
past patriots among the Kisii, Akamba,
Agikuyu, Turkana, Pokot, Maasai,
Giriama, Waswahili, Luhya, Luo and many
others who were killed fighting  against
colonialism. We must be committed like the
patriots of the KLFA (Mau Mau) who were
killed before and after independence.
Indeed we must be committed like the jailed
and detained political prisoners and those
patriots now forced into exile. We should
know who they are and remember them. We
must be committed for the sake of our
country Kenya and the future of our
children.

Compatriots, let us unite and defeat the
comprador ruling class, As long as
Imperialism reigns over Us, it is our right and
responsibility to liberate our country. It is
our right and responsibility to write, publish
and djsspminate PAMBANA and to make

despite oppression, despite b,
threats to our families and
despite the daily spying and sy
the Special Branch police. Our
future lies in our hj
patriotism and in

rutality and
friends and
rveillance by
hope for our
story of struggle; in our
the unity of all the

Protesting peasants, all the striking workers
ts, indeed of g thé
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KENYA OUR COUNTRY

Kenya, our country.
Our);aud, our sweat, our blood

Listen ]

To the voices of our children

The voices of workers

The voices of peasants

the explaitedd

the oppresse :
thosep 5ho are tortured for nothing

Our beloved motherland
In chains of servitude
Break the chains

of parasites

of capitalists

of neo-colonialism.

For how long shall they continue stealing your
wealth? 8
For how long shall they continue exploiting
your children?

Itis amatter for tears. Itis amatter for sorrow
for us your children !
What can we not do to restore your dignity? 2

We are the ones who work the industries
We are the ones who work the land
We are the ones who built this country

Look

How our hands are blistered

how our backs are bent

how we now stoop

for shouldering the burden of production
But mother, look at us now

Look at our lives

Itis sad.

But for how long are we goingto cry?
For how long are we going to live in this pain?

No!

We must unite and struggle
for our rights

We refuse to live in poverty

We refuse to be treated like foreigners
in our own land

We refuse to die of hunger
We refuse

to be tortured
10 be exploited
to be oppressed.

Here comes the dawn
Let us struggle on to victory!

Kimathi, alife o learn from.



WORKERS’ STRUGGLES:
THE CURRENT SITUATION

WORKERS REJECT GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED TRADE UNIONS

Since May 1982, workers’ struggles in Kenya have developed to a higher combative level.
Instead of workers trying to solve their economic problems through the corrupt government-
controlled trade unions, the workers have started to struggle against them. They have found
out that these official trade unions are some of the instruments used to exploit and milk them.

~In August workers of SGS Kenya Ltd.

Mombasa went on strike. They also
resigned from the Kenyan Union of
Commerial, Food and Allied workers
(KUCFAW)

In September 2,500 workers of East
African Power and Lighting Co., (EAPL)
resigned from the Amalgamated Union of
Metal Workers (AUMW).

In October Bata Shoe Company workers
resigned from the Kenya Leather and
Shoe Workers' Union (KLSWU).

~In November workers of Avery Kenya

Ltd. fought against the Kenya Union of
Commercial Food and Allied Workers
(KUCFAW).

—In January 1983, thousands of Nairobi
City Council workers resigned from the
Kenya Local Government Workers Union
(KLGWU). This was followed by 3,500
workers who also left the same union in
February.

—There were also fierce protests by teachers
and Bata Shoe Co. workers against forced
contributions towards the building of the
Kenya National Union of Teachers
(KNUT) house at Kisumu and the building
of the government-controlled Central
Organisation of Trade Unions (COTU)
workers’ college. The riot police squad
were called to disperse the Bata workers at
Limuru protesting against forced contri-
butions to COTU.

—Kenyan sailors openly protested against
the National Union of Seamen and
against the government for the dismissal of
23 workers after a strike.

WORKERS BATTLE POLICE

The heightening political awareness of
workers and the realisation that they belong
to one exploited class is shown by their
increasing readiness to fight the police.

—In September 1982, 30 machete and stick-
wielding workers fought a police squad in
Thika.

—In October five brave workers were prose-
cuted for throwing stones at police in
Kikuyu town, Kiambu District.

In April 1983, 300 workers fought with
Police at ACIF factory in Thika.

—In May some building workers stoned
city council ‘askari’ who were harassing
women selling food to the workers near
the Norfolk hotel in Nairobi. The para-
military General Service Unit (GSU) had
to be called to disperse and arrest the
workers.

These are few examples among many to
show the daily struggle of workers against the
strong instruments of oppression used by
employers, i.e. police riot squads, ordinary
police and trade union officials.

STRIKES*

The number of strikes has also increased
from 74 in 1981 to 100 in 1982 throughout
Kenya, The main strikes between May 1982
and July 1983 were:

—October 1982: Brollo (Kenya) Ltd.,
Mombasa (150 workers)

—October 1982: Simba Colt Motors,
Nairobi (100 workers)

—November 1982: D. T. Dobie, Nairobi
(300 workers)

—November 1982: Kenya Railways
(200 workers)

—December 1982: Ramisi Sugar Factory,
Coast (2,595 workers)

—December 1982: KENATCO, Mombasa
and Nairobi (600 workers)

—January 1983: Sang’alo Institute,
Bungoma

—March 1983: Kenya National Trading
Co. (2,000 workers)

—March 1983: Unisack Co. Thika (300
workers)

—March 1983: Mogaya Construction Co.
(100 workers)

—March 1983: Murang’a District Farmers
Co-op Union (1,500 workers)

—April/May 1983: East African Power and
Lighting Co. (4,000 workers)

In some ways, the most outstanding strike
was that of the 4,000 workers of the East
African Power & Lighting Company.
Throughout the country, they courageously
defied the Ministry of Labour and the official
union to struggle for their rights despite the
government’s express order to go back to
work. Most of them were arrested, beaten,
fined and jailed.

Another outstanding feature is the way
peasants have come out in support of striking

- workers, by giving them food and shelter, for

instance. The peasants themselves have not
been complacent. On several occasions they
have protested against the governments’
protection of the rich and corrupt officials
who steal from peasant co-operatives. Many
times thousands of squatters have forcefully
occupied land owned by the idle rich. Often,
they have fought with administrative police
(AP), the chiefs, the regular police and the
corrupt co-operative officers. For example,
156 peasants refused to obey the government

order to stop irrigating along the Tana River
in Meru District. At Ncheriu (Meru), 50
peasants disobeyed a government eviction
order from 646 acres of land arbitrarily
carmarked for a polytechnic.

In addition, thousands of secondary school
students have gone on strike to protest
against educational inequality and corrupt
school administration,

(*Strikes were declared illegal by a Presi-
dential decree in 1974. Trans. note)

WOMEN LEAD THE STRUGGLE

Kenyan women continue in the struggle
against oppression. Most have come to
realise that their oppression has roots in the
neo-colonial economic structure. There are
women, just as there are men, who support
the struggle. For instance, some women in
the army, the police and the Special Branch
are struggling against a corrupt leadership.
But there are others, just as there are men,
who do not support the struggle. For
instance, there are some women lawyers and
judges who happily implement repressive
measures against the people. There are rich
women who exploit their employees.

But everyday, everywhere, patriotic
Kenyan women are uniting people against
oppression directed at them and their
families. They meet at night, just like women
of the KLFA (Mau Mau) used to do; they
fight against rich women’s organisations like
Maendeleo ya Wanawake and the National
Council of Women of Kenya. There is a
fierce class struggle among women though
the mass media have always played this
struggle down.

Despite this, the women continue to lead
the struggle. It was the ordinary women who
led the national outcry against the murder of
Kenyan women by American soldiers. After
the murder of Monica Njeri in 1981 and of
Lucy Kabura in 1983, they flooded the

tirelessly working hand in hand with patriotic

Kenyans abroad. Solidarity Commme:s
campaigning for the release of all the
political prisoners and supporting the
struggle for democratic freedoms for
Kenyans have been formed in most of these
countries. Our country may be small but our
voices are loud and clear.

It is not easy to oppress us. Whether in the
country or in exile, we shall continue to

exercise our right to participate in the politics
of our country—the politics of the struggle of

the oppressed against the oppressor.

THE POLITICS OF THE COMPRADOR
(MBWA KALI) CLASS

But the comprador want to make us lose
sight of that basic and important struggle.
They want to drag us into the infighting
among themselves. We refuse to be used in
this manner. They are united in putting us
down. They are also united in mortgaging
our country to foreign interests. The basic
quarrel among themselves is who will benefit
most from this fawning service to
imperialism. For instance, there are quarrels
and back-biting among the Cabinet Ministers
over who shall be the next President or Vice-
President; over who shall have the most
shares in foreign companies; who shall have
more BMWs and Volvos in addition to
Mercedes Benzes; who shall have more acres
of land or who shall steal the most from
peasant cooperatives and societies. When
they are not fighting among themselves, they
are busy competing over who shall have the
grandest wedding celebrations and the most
glamorous birthday parties or who shall have
extorted the most money to ‘contribute’ at
Harambee meetings. The oppressed have
nothing to gain by being drawn into these
politics of greed and conspicuous consump-
tion.

For us it does not matter who becomes
President or Vice-President if he is only
representing the interests of the comprador
and their foreign masters. An oppressor can
never honestly speak on behalf of the
oppressed.

There was no difference when Moi became
President after Kenyatta. And there shall be

newspapers with letters of protest against
both the US military presence and the biased
Kenyan justice that set the self-confessed
murderers free.

The wives of workers at the Bata Shoe
Company, Limuru organised and protested
against the dismissal of their husbands;
market women have protested against the
animal-like brutality of the city council
askaris; two patriotic women published an
underground paper to educate and unite
their colleagues against oppression by the
ruling class and its army; women students
have been on the frontline of the protests in
various institutions throughout the country.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

In our struggle for equality, the right and
freedom of expression, we have been sup-
ported by people and organisations all over
the world. Many international organisations
of freedom-loving people in the USA,
Canada, Britain, Sweden, Denmark,
Norway, Holland, India, Tanzania and
Zimbabwe have openly expressed this
solidarity. Some of these organisations are

xSaly

no difference for us if Njonjo, Kibaki,

Mohammed, Mulinge or anybody else from
the comprador class were to replace Moi. For

us Kenyans, they belong to the same gang—a
gang of traitors and thieves. For have they
not all agreed to the sale of our land to the US
military? Have they not each amassed wealth
from the plunder of our country? So when
now we hear some of them denouncing one
of their own and shouting ‘thief, thief, thief’,
we can only laugh and ask ourselves, ‘Whom
shall we arrest? The thief who is shouting
thief or the thief being called a thief by other
thieves?’ The fact is that these thieves want
to divert our wrath from the gang as a whole
to one of them, while robbery continues
unabated.

We do not want to discuss individuals but
classes. Our concern is the people’s lives and
the causes of their poverty, in other words, ;
the exploitation they are subjected to. The
lines have been drawn. Kenyan national
politics has been divided into two camps. On
the one hand are the comprador and their
imperialist masters and on the other, all the
exploited masses and patriots of Kenya.

SIX LESSONS FROM THE
LIFE OF A PATRIOT

Field Marshal Dedan Kimathi was born in Gatanga sub-location,

Tetu Division Nyeri, on

October 31, 1920. That was also the year when Kenya was declared a British colony after being
ruled as a British protectorate and as a company property from 1888. Colonial rule against the
people was imposed through the coercive machinery of the law, the army, and the police.
People were forced to leave their land to become serfs and squatters in the big farms stolen
from them by foreigners and to become wage slaves in the new capitalist industries and
plantations. The people of Kenya united in their opposition to every form of British colonial

oppression.

Kimathi grew up under these conditions of
brutal colonial aggression on one hand and
the resistance of the people against it on the
other. He sided with the forces of resistance.
His life is a lesson to us today as we struggle
against neo-colonialism. Every ‘revolu-
tionary Kenyan must learn from his life.

1. As a student, Kimathi organised night
classes in which he passed on to the youth
all he himself had learned during the day.
In those days, not all young people were

able to attend school. Because of teaching
others, Kimathi became an example to be
followed. He became a selfiess agent for
the spread of education among workers
and peasants.

The life of a revolutionary must be an
inspiration to others. A revolutionary must
be prepared to educate the people politi-
cally and also learn from them.

N

. In colonial schools, and even in his brief
period in the colonial army, Kimathi

courageously organised against brutality
and tirelessly tried to raise the people’s
consciousness about the need for unity
against oppression.

Fighting against oppression is the duty and
responsibility of every patriotic Kenyan.

3. Even as a clerk and as a teacher, he con-
tinued fighting oppression and organising
the people. Very often he found himself in

trouble with his employers. He was forced -

to change jobs many times.

Patriotism demands sacrifice even if it
means giving up one’s job and a com-
Jfortable family life. Revolutionary struggle
is a life-time commitment, .

4. He joined the Kenya African Union
(K.AU) which was then the democratic
organisation of Kenyan people. He spoke
out against colonialism. He was not afraid
to show his real feelings of hatred of
oppression. He knew he was fighting for
justice.

A patriot must be imbued with hatred of all
forms of oppression.

5. He volunteered to work as a political

education teacher for KAU. He was later
elected the General Secretary of the
Murang’a branch of this organisation. He
worked hard day and night. No task was
t00 big or too small.
For ; rev:lurianary no task is too menial or
100 big. A revolutionary must be prepared
to work hard day andm:l'iyghL The rf::?ution
is not a tea-party.

8 Kim@thi started his revolutionary s
in his home area before he r“},'astr;‘%gel:
higher responsibility at the national level
as a member of the KLFA (Mau Mau)
High Command and later as the Com-
imtlinder-imChlief of the KLFA. All reyo-
utionary work st: |
it is-ary arts athome or wherever
If you cannot Struggle against

wherever you oPR

are you will not
necessary experience for participati
and explaining our national revol;
struggle. 2

A revolution starts with oh ;
B with you wherever you

.




THE POLITICS OF FOOD

For many years now, in newspapers and radio, we have been fed with
government propaganda and that of World Bank or other foreign ‘experts’
that food shortages are a normal state of affairs in our country. They say that
there_ls not sgfﬁuent arable land in Kenya. They tell us that our population is
too high and is rapidly increasing and therefore not everyone can be fed. They
tell us that we do not have enough Kenyan expertise. They tell us that capitalist
agricultural production is the only type of agriculture possible.

_ These are brazen lies spread by
Imperialists and their agents so that they can
continue exploiting our country. The pro-
duction process and the distribution of
wealth is done in a way which enables the
imperialists to make high profits. For a
capitalist maximising profits is the overriding
concern. The aim is to invest as little as
possible and with as little risk for the highest
possible returns. A capitalist even makes
profits from our misery. When the capitalist
is a foreigner as is the case in our country, this
means the continuous drainage of our wealth
to foreign countries, thus making our
country poorer and poorer as theirs become
richer and richer.

We must therefore know and understand
that there are other systems of agricultural
production which would enable us to pro-
duce more food, sufficient for everyone and
even have a surplus, There is no doubt this is
possible. It has happened in other countries
which have dared to throw out imperialists
and have afterwards adopted a system of
agricultural production that puts people’s
basic food requirements first. Let us have a
look at some of these countries.

CHINA
We can learn a lot from China. When China
was dominated by imperialists from Britain
and the USA, famine was endemic. It is only
after 1949, that is after their victorious war
against local and foreign domination, that
Chinese people were able to make plans
related to their own lives. In agriculture, for
instance, the peasants were given land to
grow food crops for their own consumption
instead of cash crops for export. Science and
technology were used to solve land problems
like soil erosion, flooding or water shortages.
Bridges and canals were built in addition to
dams for storing water for irrigation during
the dry season. Instead of importing
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expensive gadgets they developed appro-
priate machinery for the needs of their
country and people. Thus within a few years
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of ousting imperialism China managed to do
away with hunger. Today, China is able to
feed all its 1,000 million people.

In short, it is only when a country uses all
the knowledge available to serve and meet
the needs of its people that it is able to satisfy
people’s basic needs like food. But this is
only possible when imperialist foreigners
have been driven out of the country.

CUBA

Cuban history is similar to that of China.
When Cuba was dominated by US
imperialism, starvation among the working
people was chronic. Under Batista’s puppet
regime Cuba had become a paradise for
millionaire playboys from the USA. It was
only after the overthrow of the Batista
regime in 1959 and the throwing out of US
imperialists, that Cuba was able to solve food
problems for the working people. For the
first time, it became possible for Cuba to use
agricultural knowledge to satisfy the people’s
needs instead of producting for the benefit of
markets abroad. For example, before 1959
very few Cubans were able to cat fish
although Cuba is a fishing country with over
5,000 km of coastline. Fish was very
expensive and only rich Cubans, tourists and
other foreign visitors could afford it. This
anomalous situation changed after 1959. The
lives of fishermen changed for the better.
Better fishing methods were developed even
as fishing increased. At the same time, fish
prices came down and many people were
able to afford it. Today, fish is a cheap but
nutritious protein-rich food available in
ordinary Cuban homes. It is no longer the
preserve of the rich. As a result, hunger and
food related diseases have been eliminated
among the ordinary people in that country.
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duced by this collective fafm in Leon, ‘N-icaragua.

NICARAGUA
Before the people of Nicaragua, under the
leadership of the Frente Sandinista de
Liberacion National (FSLN), the Sandi-
nistas, liberated themselves from neo-
colonialism and US-imperialism, over 40%
of the land was owned by only 2% of the
population plus a few rich foreign land
owners. The peasants were squeezed on to
only 3.5% of cultivable farmland, while the
Somoza family and their close associates
owned more than 2.5 million acres.
Nicaragua was ruled by the US-supported
Somoza dynasty, one of the most corrupt and
hated dictatorships in Central America.
Most workers and peasants lived in hunger.
After 1979 when the Somoza puppet
regime was overthrown through the Sandi-
nista-led armed struggle, people’s demo-
cracy was introduced and agricultural
production was put on a new footing. Land
was confiscated from the corrupt and rich
land owners and their foreign associates
without compensation and restored to the
people or brought under state control. Food
production rose and after only a short time,
the Nicaraguans became self-sufficient in
food; peasants were able to feed themselves
properly, and the surplus was sold cheaply to
other Nicaraguans and so food consumption
rose by 40%. They were even able to export
some of the surplus. A healthy well-fed
population is the basis for development.

NORTH KOREA

Since North Koreans defeated imperialism
and snatched back their independence,
agricultural development progressed in leaps
and bounds. Before 1959, total grain pro-

duction was less than 2 million tons yearly.
By 1979, it had reached over 9 million tons
per annum with an expected increase to 15
million tons within the next few years. In the
70s, agricultural production grew by 30%
every year. In 1974, one hectare produced
about 6 tons of rice and 5 tons of maize. By
1980, this production had increased to 7.2
tons of rice and 6.3 tons of maize per hectare.
This is only possible because in North Korea

it is the people themselves who are

responsible for their agricultural production
(unlike in the US-controlled South Korea,
where a few compradors and their US-
backers control agricultural production).
The food produced in North Korea is used to
feed the people (unlike in South Korea
where poverty and hunger reign amidst an
overfed super-rich US-backed oligarchy).

LESSONS FOR KENYANS
These few examples of a system of agri-
cultural production based on people’s needs

show clearly that food shortages are not

caused by the lack of knowledge, or the size
of the population or even indeed the size of
arable land. It is caused by the system of land
ownership and of capitalist export- and
profit-orientated agricultural production
pursued by the get-rich-quick comprador
class and their foreign backers.

These examples teach us that in order to
make agricultural production meet and
satisfy the people’s needs, we must first
snatch back our economic and political
independence = from  the  imperialist
foreigners.

Only after getting rid of imperialist-
backed oppression, shall we be able to take
new directions in food production:

. Productive land must be in the hands of
the masses;

—

2. The people must be responsible for the
production and distribution of food;

3. Production of food crops and not cash
crops must be given priority;

4. Food should feed Kenyan people first
before it is exported. Feeding people is
more important than earning foreign
exchange for importing BMWSs, Volvos,
Mercedes Benzs and other luxury items.

China, Cuba, Nicaragua, North Korea and
many other socialist countries have banished
hunger and starvation by adopting a different
path of development. But in Kenya, despite
the fact that we have some of the best
agricultural land in the world, many poor
people still suffer from hunger, malnutrition
and as in the case of northern Kenya, from
mass starvation. The majority of our people
go hungry in a country where the weight-
reducing  industry  (massage-parlours,
hormone-injections, weight-reducing clinics,
saunas, etc.) for the overfed few is thriving.

In Kenya, imperialist foreigners and a few
rich come first, but in Cuba, China,
Nicaragua and North Korea, the peasants
and working people come first. In these
countries, the people had to wage an armed
struggle to free themselves from the

tranglehold of imperialist-backed oppres-
sion before they could be responsible for
their own food production. A relentless
struggle against the alliance of the com-
prador ~mbwa-kali ruling class and
Euro-American imperialism is the only way
we Kenyans can use the wealth of our
country to satisfy our own needs and banish
hunger. The defeat of imperialism in its neo-
colonial stage is a necessary first-step for our
development as a Kenyan people. ;
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